
[image: image1.png]


   

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CASCADES RAPTOR CENTER
32275 Fox Hollow Rd, PO Box 5386, 

Eugene OR 97405

541/485-1320    FAX 541/485-4586
What is Wildlife Rehabilitation?

#
When people are sick or injured, we have doctors, surgeons, nurses, physical therapists and other specialists to assist us in recovering.  When domestic animals or livestock need medical help, veterinarians are trained and available to provide care.  When wild animals are sick, injured, or orphaned, they are taken to wildlife rehabilitators - people who specialize in the care of wildlife and who are licensed by state and federal agencies. Wildlife is not ‘owned’ by anyone (and thus they have no one to pay medical bills) but are held in stewardship for all the people of a state or country under the management of state and federal wildlife agencies.

#
Wildlife rehabilitation exists to care for wild animals in need, whether they are birds or mammals, reptiles or amphibians. The goal is to release them back to the wild.

#
The people who work in wildlife rehabilitation are trained professionals.  They work under special permits issued by their local and federal governments, and must comply with certain standards of care.

Why Does Wildlife Need Rehabilitation?
The vast majority of wild animals that need rehabilitation have been the losers in some confrontation with humans or our way of life.

!
Some have been in collisions with vehicles, such as cars or trucks, even trains and airplanes.

!
Some have been electrocuted, have hit power lines, or gotten tangled in fishing line, barbed wire or fences.

!
Some have been poisoned by pesticides, rodenticides, fertilizers, or other chemicals.

!
Some have been shot or caught in leg-hold traps.

!
Some birds may have hit windows or come down chimneys looking for a nest site.

!
Some have been attacked by cats or dogs.

! 
Some young animals have lost their nests due to landscaping, logging, construction, development, plowing, or mowing.

!
Some have been caught in oil accidentally spilled by damaged ships, or purposefully spilled by ships illegally cleaning out their holding tanks at sea.

!
Some young animals have simply been picked up by people who don’t understand the development cycles of different species and think they have been abandoned.  In effect, they have been kidnapped from their parents.

!
Some have been raised as pets by humans and are brought in for rehabilitation when they’ve become sick and weak from incorrect diets, injured from incorrect housing, or because they require treatments for diseases and parasites.  Often, they are brought in because they have grown up, are no longer ‘cute,’ and have become aggressive.Wild animals need rehabilitation due to natural causes far less frequently.  Some of these natural causes are

!
storms that blow migrating birds off course, or blow down nest trees, injuring or orphaning young;

!
forest fires or other natural disasters that destroy habitat and may injure or orphan some animals;

!
natural predators (not cats or dogs or kids with beebee guns) that kill parents, thus orphaning young;

!
diseases or parasites which weaken wildlife so that they can no longer fend for themselves;

!
starvation of young animals, particularly predators, that are having trouble finding food due to lack of skills;

!
abnormal temperatures that cause stress.  In extreme heat, many species may suffer from heat exhaustion or become weak due to lack of water.  In extreme cold and high snow, many species will not be able to find food or adequate shelter, and may starve or become weak.

What Does a Wildlife Rehabilitator Do?









We do many things and are trained in a variety of skills:

#
We are the emergency team when wildlife needs help.  We pick up and transport injured or orphaned animals, treat shock, stop bleeding, do physical examinations, immobilize fractures, and administer medications as necessary to stabilize an animal that has just been rescued.

#
We are the laboratory technicians, drawing and analyzing blood for anemia, parasites, signs of disease, or starvation.  We analyze fecal samples for parasites, bacteria, or blood.  We radiograph for fractures or other problems.  Generous veterinarians donate their services for surgery and general supervision or some require that we pay them for their work.

#
We are nurses who change bandages, clean wounds, and give medications.

#
We are dieticians, calculating the calories necessary for growth and healing, presenting nutritious food in a way that encourages the animal to eat on its own.  We make sure our patients are eating.

#
We are even the farmers at times, raising food animals for the predators, or gleaners, gathering natural food like acorns or berries to provide natural food for animals in captivity.

#
We are custodians who spend a lot of time cleaning the food preparation areas, enclosures, incubators, hospital rooms and cages, as well as the cages of the animals raised for food.

#
We are physical therapists, providing passive or active range of motion exercises for stiff joints or weakened muscles after a broken bone has healed.

#
Throughout and overall, we are naturalists, using our knowledge of the species in our care so that we may do our best for them.  We are experienced in identification, normal habitat, diet and behavior, as well as nesting, migrating and foraging habits.

#
We are the makers of difficult decisions.  Can we release this animal?  Is its recovery complete enough to ensure a successful return to the wild?  Is it able to run or climb or fly?  Can it catch or find food?  Can it reproduce and migrate as appropriate to its species? If not, is it an animal appropriate for a life in captivity, with all its stresses?  Is the best gift we can give it the gift of euthanasia?

#
We are advisors who try to help people with wildlife problems or questions.

#
We are educators who teach others about the wonderful wild animals around us, the things that threaten the well-being of those animals, and how humans can learn to share the world with wildlife.

The wildlife rehabilitators of the world are part of a larger picture that includes many different people pursuing many different types of work aimed at conservation and preservation of the diversity of the wild world.  Together, we strive to save individual lives, whole species, habitats and whole ecosystems, so that there will always be wild-ness. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

